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Joel Smith Bacon (1802-1869)
Class of 1826

Bacon, a Baptist minister, was an early president of
Columbian College, now George Washington University. After
the Civil War he abandoned a successful academic career to
distribute Bibles among the freed slaves in the South. In
1823, when Bacon was a student at the Cortland Academy in
Homer, N.Y., he visited Hamilton for the first time. Here
are some of his critical observations from his journal.
Although the College was ''something majestic and grand in
its appearance,' the poor students had to go "up and down
a monstrous Hill." He found disagreeable distinctions
among academic classes and a degree of disorder as well,
"so that from the Idea I now have I should prefer Union
College to this." He came to Hamilton anyway.

The Daniel Burke Library
HAMILTON COLLEGE
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